
NT 265 COURSE SYLLABUS 
WOMEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WORLD 

Fall 2007 
 
 
Professor:  Lee Johnson 
           Ljohnson@mtso.edu 
                      740-362-3342 
                      Fax: 740-362-3381 
 
Course Description:  This course explores the social context of women in the New 
Testament era through evidence from writings by women and about women 
contemporary to Jesus and Paul.  Social science models such as patronage, honor/shame, 
and patriarchy will be examined in light of the ancient literary evidence and comparisons 
will be made with the New Testament literature. 
 
Course Objectives:  This course will provide a(n): 

• Survey of some of the extra-canonical literature by and pertaining to women in 
the NT era 

• Introduction to social science, cultural and feminist critical methodologies and the 
application of these methods upon selected readings 

• Comparison of extra-canonical writings to NT writings 
• Analysis of the position of the NT writings in the broader ancient cultural, 

historical and literary contexts 
 
Course Requirements: 

• Class attendance—this is particularly important in a weekend format.  Missing 
more than one day will be considered as insufficient for basic course requirements 

• Class participation—part of each weekend session will be devoted to class 
discussion and active and informed participation is required.  Therefore, careful 
reading of the assigned texts beforehand is essential 

• Leading discussion—each student will be part of one assigned group which will 
be responsible for discussion during class sessions 2-4.  The content of these 
discussions is primarily from the readings from Kraemer’s Women’s Religions in 
the Greco-Roman World sourcebook and will focus upon a critical examination of 
how these readings inform the NT views of women.  Comparison with Malina’s 
models will also be applied. 

• Two response papers—during the two sessions in which the student is not 
responsible for classroom discussion in sessions 2-4, she/he must turn in response 
papers to the readings for the week.  These papers are not to exceed 4 double-
spaced, 12 point font typed pages and should address selected issues in the 
assigned readings.  The response may deal with such issues as source reliability, 
authorship, social/religious location of the sources; insights about women from 
the sources; and the initial insights cast upon particular NT texts by the sources. 
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• Final paper—due at the final class session—no later than 3pm on Saturday, 
December 8th.  This paper is not to exceed 10 double-spaced, 12 point font typed 
pages and will consist of an analysis of one selected passage or woman from the 
extra-canonical materials and one selected NT passage or NT character 
(supposedly a woman).  The two passages/women will be compared/contrasted 
with the assistance of the critical methods, looking for directions of influence and 
the means by which the passages/characters shed light upon the social-historical-
religious location of the other. 

 
Evaluation: 

• Led classroom discussion  20% 
• Two response papers  20% (10% each) 
• Final paper   50% 
• Classroom participation  10% 

 
A note on the class assignments and preparation:  The weekend format is a unique 
learning experience which requires more work outside the classroom sessions on behalf 
of the students.  Therefore, the reading assignments are heavy and expectations for 
classroom participation are high.  In order to take advantage of the 5 class sessions, come 
prepared with questions, well informed by the readings. 
 
A note on the use of language:  Students are expected to use inclusive language both in 
their written work and in the classroom discussions.  Non-gender specific language can 
be achieved by using wither plural pronouns or joint singular pronouns.  The accepted 
non-gender specific pronoun for God is Godself. 
 
A note on written work:  The student’s work is expected to conform to traditional writing 
format and those papers which do not meet the specifications may be returned without 
comment until the form is acceptable.  I recommend that every student obtain a copy of 
Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th 
ed. (Chicago: University Press, 1996) to be used as a writing format guide.  For final 
papers, I am willing to look over drafts, thesis statements, or partial papers in advance of 
the due date.  Please allow a few days for comments and then corrections to the work. 
 
No papers will be accepted beyond the due date unless arrangements have been 
made with the instructor at least three days in advance.  In the event that late work 
is approved, it will be returned graded without written comments. 
 
Textbooks: 
Kramer, Ross Shepard, ed.  Women’s Religions in the Greco-Roman World:  A 
       Sourcebook.  Oxford: University Press, 2004. 
 
Malina, Bruce J.  The New Testament World:  Insights from Cultural Anthropology, 3rd 
       ed.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 
 
Other readings will be available on e-reserve via the online course file. 
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Course Schedule: 
 
SESSION I—SEPTEMBER 7-8 
 
Course introduction—syllabus 
 
Critical methodologies for course 
 Malina, Ch. 1 “Honor and Shame” pp. 27-57 
                         Ch. 2 “The Individual and the Group” pp. 58-80 
                         Ch. 5 “Kinship and Marriage” pp. 134-60 
            Feminist Criticism introduction 
 
Cosmic View 
 Plato Timaeus 41e-42d; 68e-92c 
 Aristotle Generation of Animals 
 Philo The Special Laws 324-332; 34-50 
 
Philosophical Understanding 
 Plutarch Moralia “Bravery of Women” 
 Brown, Body and Society, 5-32. 
 
 
SESSION II—SEPTEMBER 28-29 
 
Reflection papers due 
1st group leads discussion in Saturday section 
 
Societal Roles 
 Musonius Rufus “That Women, Too, Should Study Philosophy,” in Malherbe, 
                  Moral Exhortation, 132-34 
 Arlandson, Women, Class and Society, 14-112 
 Winter, Roman Wives, 39-74 
 Rouselle, “Body Politics,” in Pantel, ed., History of Women, 296-336 
 Osiek & Balch, Families, “Social World,” 48-87 
 Dixon, Reading Roman Women, “Womanly Weakness,” 73-88 
 Kraemer Text #54  Sale of House between Two Women 
 
Familial Roles 
 Hierocles “Household Management” and “On Marriage,” in Malherbe Moral 
                  Exhortation, 98-105 
 Plutarch Moralia “Advice to Bride and Groom” 
 Josephus Against Apion II.21-31 
 Dixon, “Sex and the Married Woman,” in Balch & Osiek, Early Christian 
                  Families, 111-29. 
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 Osiek & MacDonald, A Woman’s Place, Ch. 3, “Birth, Nursing,” 50-67 
 Kraemer Text  #14  Jewish Women in Public Life 
      #52  Divorce Agreement 
   #62  Papers of Babatha 
 
 
SESSION III—OCTOBER 26-27 
 
 Reflection papers due 
 2nd group leads discussion in Saturday session 
 
Women at Work 
 Corley, Private Women “Greco-Roman Meals,” 24-79 
 Myers, “Gendered Space,” in Balch & Osiek Early Christian Families, 44-69 
 Osiek, “Female Slaves,” in Balch & Osiek Early Christian Families, 255-74 
 Dixon Reading Roman Women, Ch. 7 “Profits and Patronage,” 89-112 
 Dixon Reading Roman Women, Ch. 8 “Woman’s Work,” 113-32 
 Kraemer Text #51 Contract of a Wet Nurse 
 
Religious Roles 
 Scheid “Religious Roles of Roman Women,” in Pantel, ed. History of Women, 

      377-408 
Kraemer & D’Angelo Women and Christian Origins, Ch. 4 “Women’s Religions 
      in the City,” 80-102 
Kraemer Text #17  Rites to Demeter 
  #19  Procession to Isis 
  #20  Meroe 
  #21  Pamphile 
  #80  Priestess of Athena Honored 
  #81  Vestal Virgins 
  #82  Choosing Vestal Virgins 
  #83  Inscriptions Honoring Priestesses 
  #84  Juliane 
  #89  Jewish Women Priestesses 
  #102   Spread of Bacchic Rites to Rome 
  #110   Spiritual Inheritance of Daughters of Job 
  #126B Arrival of Cybele in Rome 
  #131B Kyme Aretology 
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SESSION IV—NOVEMBER 9-10 
 
Reflection papers due 
3rd group leads discussion in Saturday session 
 
Judaic Life 

Schuller, The Dead Sea Scrolls, “What Have We Learned About Women?” 80- 
      104 
Ilan, Jewish Women, 57-175 
Josephus Jewish War II.119-121 
Wilson, The Sentences of Pseudo-Phocylides, 185-213 
Kraemer, Her Share of the Blessings, Ch. 8, “Jewish Women’s Lives,” 93-105 
          Ch. 9, “Jewish Women’s Lives,” 106-27 
Kraemer Text #13    Therapeutai 
  #15    Josephus 
  #35    Mishnah 
  #48    Women’s Epitaphs 
  #60    Josephus—Herodias, etc. 
  #61    Josephus, et.al.—Berenice 
  #85A  Rufina 
  #103  Helena Converts 
  #104  Non-Jewish Women Attracted to Judaism 
  #106  Aseneth 
  #111  Gullible Pious Women 

 
 
SESSION V—DECEMBER 7-8 
 
FINAL PAPERS DUE NO LATER THAN 3PM ON SATURDAY 
 
Christian Communities 
 Osiek & MacDonald, A Woman’s Place, Ch. 4 “House Church,” 68-94 
 Kraemer & D’Angelo, Women and Christian Origins, Ch. 14 “Women as Sources 
                  of Redemption and Knowledge,” 330-54 
 Miller, Women in Early Christianity, “Widows,” 49-61 
      “Deaconesses,” 62-65 
 Kraemer Text #105  Acts of Thecla 
   #112  Acts of Martyrs of Scilli 
   #114  Perpetua & Felicitas 
 
Reactions to Women in NT Era 
 MacDonald, Early Christian Women and Pagan Opinion, 49-120 
 Kraemer & D’Angelo, Women and Christian Origins, Ch. 12, “Women, Gender 
                 and Gnosis,” 257-99 
 Miller, Women in Early Christianity, “Female Comportment,” 71-78 
                                                             “Clement of Alexandria,” 257-67 
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       “Comments on Women & Teaching,” 29-31 
 Kraemer Text #40  Women Writing Books 
   #92  Tertullian—Women Teaching & Baptizing 
   #94  Hippolytus—On Maximilla & Priscilla 
 
Various Early Christianities 
 Miller, Women in Early Christianity, “Montanists,” 31-38 
      “Subintroductae,” 117-23 
      “Shepherd of Hermas,” 256-57 
      “Mary Magdalene,” 305-07 
 Kraemer Text #23-24 Callihroe exerpts 
   #29 Leucippe 
   #32  Justin Martyr & Ascetic Woman 
   #93 Female Montanist Visionary 
   #128 Odes of Solomon—Female Spirit of the Lord 
   #132A Thunder, Perfect Mind 
 New Testament Exerpts: 
  Mk 15.40-41 + par. 
  Mk 14.3-9 + par. 
  Lk 10.38-42; Jn 11.1-12.8 
  Mk 5.21-43 + par. 
  Mk 7.24-30; Mt 15.21-28 
  Mk 12.41-44; Lk 21.1-4 
  Gal 3.26-28 
  Rom 16 
  1 Cor 11.2-10 
  1 Cor 14.33b-36 
  1 Cor 7 
  Col 3.18-25; Eph 5.22-6.9 
  1 Tim 2.8-3.15 
      



 7

 
Selected Bibliography 

 
Ancient Sources 
 
Aristotle  Generation of Animals 
 
Josephus  Against Apion 
     Jewish War 
 
Philo  Hypothetica  
          The Special Laws 
           
Plato  Timaeus 
 
Plutarch  Moralia: “Advice to Bride and Groom” 
                               “Bravery of Women” 
 
Modern Sources 
 
Abrahamsen, Valerie.  “Women at Philippi:  The Pagan and Christian Evidence.”  JFSR 3 
       (1987): 17-30. 
Arjava, Antti.  Women and Law in Late Antiquity.  Oxford: Clarendon, 1998. 
*Arlandson, James Malcolm.  Women, Class and Society in Early Christianity: Models 

from Luke-Acts.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1997. 
Balch, David L.  Let Wives Be Submissive:  The Domestic Code in 1 Peter.  SBLMS 26. 
       Chico, CA: Scholars, 1981. 
*Balch, David L. and Carolyn Osiek, eds.  Early Christian Families in Context:  An 
       Interdisciplinary Dialogue.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 
Bauman, Richard A.  Women and Politics in Ancient Rome.  London: Routledge, 1992. 
Benko, Stephen.  “Pagan Criticism of Christianity during the First Two Centuries A.D.” 
       In ANRW, ed. H. Temporini and W. Haase, 23.2, 1055-118.  Berlin: DeGruyter, 
       1980. 
Bodel, John, ed.  Epigraphic Evidence:  Ancient History from Inscriptions.  London: 
       Routledge, 2001. 
Bradley, Keith R.  Discovering the Roman Family.  Oxford: University Press, 1991. 
_________.  Slaves and Masters in the Roman Empire:  A Study in Social Control.  New 
       York: Oxford University Press, 1987. 
Brooten, Bernadette, J.  Women Leaders in the Ancient Synagogue:  Inscriptional 
       Evidence and Background Issues.  Brown Judaic Studies 36.  Chico, CA: Scholars, 
       1982. 
*Brown, Peter.  The Body and Society:  Men, Women, and Sexual Renunciation in Early 
       Christianity.  New York: Columbia University Press, 1988. 
Burns, Jasper.  Great Women of Imperial Rome:  Mothers and Wives of the Caesars.  
       New York: Routledge, 2006. 
Cameron, Averil and Amelie Kuhrt, eds.  Images of Women in Antiquity.  Rev. ed. 



 8

       Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1983. 
Castelli, Elizabeth A.  “Virginity and Its Meaning for Women’s Sexuality in Early 
       Christianity.”  JFSR 2 (1986): 61-88. 
Clark, Gillian.  “Roman Women.”  Greece and Rome 28 (1981): 193-212. 
Cohen, Shaye J. D., ed.  The Jewish Family in Antiquity.  Brown Judaic Studies 289. 
       Atlanta: Scholars, 1993. 
Cooper, Kate.  “Insinuations of Womanly Influence:  An Aspect of the Christianization 
       of the Roman Aristocracy.”  JRS 82 (1992): 150-64. 
Corley, Kathleen E.  “Feminist Myths of Christian Origins.”  In Reimagining Christian 
       Origins:  A Colloquium Honoring Burton L. Mack, eds. Castelli and Taussig, 51-67. 
       Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 1996. 
*_________.  Private Women, Public Meals:  Social Conflict in the Synoptic Tradition. 
       Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1993. 
_________.  Women and the Historical Jesus:  Feminist Myths of Christian Origins. 
       Santa Rosa, CA: Polebridge, 2002. 
D’Angelo, Mary Rose.  “Women in Luke-Acts:  A Redactional View.” JBL 109 (1990): 
       441-61. 
_________.  “Women Partners in the New Testament.”  JFSR 6 (1990): 65-86. 
Davies, Stevan L.  Revolt of the Widows:  The Social World of the Apocryphal Acts. 
       Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1980. 
Davis, Stephen J.  The Cult of Saint Thecla:  A Tradition of Women’s Piety.  Oxford: 
       University Press, 2001. 
Dixon, Suzanne.  “A Family Business: Women’s Role in Patronage and Politics at Rome 
       80-44 B.C.”  Classica et Medievalia 34 (1983): 91-112. 
*_________.  Reading Roman Women:  Sources, Genres, and Real Life.  London: 
       Duckworth, 2001. 
_________.  The Roman Mother.  London: Croom Helm, 1988. 
Dubisch, Jill.  Gender and Power in Rural Greece.  Princeton: University Press, 1986. 
Eisen, Ute E.  Women Officeholders in Early Christianity:  Epigraphical and Literary 
       Studies.  Trans. Linda M. Maloney.  Collegeville, MN: Liturgical, 2000. 
Epp, Eldon Jay.  Junia:  The First Woman Apostle.  Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 
       2005. 
Flemming, Rebecca.  Medicine and the Making of Roman Women:  Gender, Nature, and 
       Authority from Celsus to Galen.  Oxford: University Press, 2000. 
Flory, Marleen Boudreau.  “Where Women Precede Men:  Factors Influencing the 
       Placement of Names in Roman Epitaphs.”  Classical Journal 79 (1983-84): 216-24. 
Gardner, Jane F. and Thomas Wiedemann, eds.  The Roman Household:  A Sourcebook. 
       London: Routledge, 1991. 
Garrison, Roman.  “Phoebe, the Servant-Benefactor and Gospel Traditions.”  In Text and 
       Artifact in the Religions of Mediterraneran Antiquity:  Essays in Honour of Peter 
       Richardson, eds. Stephen G. Wilson and Michel Desjardins, 63-73.  Waterloo, ON: 
       Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2000. 
Grant, Robert M.  “A Woman of Rome:  Justin, Apology 2,2.”  CH 54 (1985): 461-72. 
Hearon, Holly.  The Mary Magdalene Tradition:  Witness and Counter-witness in Early 
       Christian Communities.  Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2004. 
Heyoob, S. K.  The Cult of Isis among Women in the Greco-Roman World.  Leiden: Brill, 



 9

       1975. 
Horsley, Richard.  “Spiritual Marriage with Sophia.”  VC (1979): 30-54. 
*Ilan, Tal.  Jewish Women in Greco-Roman Palestine.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 
1996. 
Joshel, Sandre R., and Sheila Murnaghan, eds.  Women and Slaves in Greco-Roman 
       Culture:  Differential Equations.  London: Routledge, 1998. 
Kampen, Natalie.  Image and Status:  Roman Working Women in Ostia.  Gebr.-Mann 
       Studio Reihe.  Berlin: Mann, 1981. 
Kearsley, Roz.  “Women in Public Life in the Roman East:  Junia, Theodora, Claudia 
       Metrodora, and Phoebe, Benefactress of Paul.”  Tyndale Bulletin 50 (1999): 189-211. 
King, Karen.  Images of the Feminine in Gnosticism.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988. 
Kleiner, Diana E. E. and Susan . Matheson, eds.  I, Claudia:  Women in Ancient Rome. 
       New Haven: Yale University Art Gallery, 1996. 
*Kraemer, Ross Sheperd.  Her Share of the Blessings:  Women’s Religions among 
Pagans, 
       Jews, and Christians in the Greco-Roman World.  New York: Oxford University 
       Press, 1992. 
_________, ed.  Women’s Religions in the Greco-Roman World.  Oxford:University 
       Press, 2004. 
*Kraemer, Ross Sheperd and Mary Rose D’Angelo, eds.  Women and Christian Origins. 
       New York:  Oxford University Press, 1999. 
Lefkowitz, Mary R. and Maureen Fant.  Women’s Life in Greece and Rome:  A Source 
       Book in Translation, 2nd ed.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. 
Levine, A. –J., ed.  Women Like This:  New Perspectives on Jewish Women in the Greco 
       Roman World.  Atlanta: Scholars, 1991. 
Lieu, Judith.  “The ‘Attraction of Women’ in/to Early Judaism and Christianity:  Gender 
       and the Politics of Conversion.”  JSNT  72 (1998): 5-22. 
*Malherbe, Abraham J.  Moral Exhortation, A Greco-Roman Sourcebook.  Philadelphia: 
       Westminster, 1986. 
Malina, Bruce J.  The New Testament World:  Insights from Cultural Anthropology, 3rd 
       ed.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 
MacMullen, Ramsay.  “Women in Public in the Roman Empire.”  Historia 29 (1980): 
       208-18. 
_________.  “Women’s Power in the Principate.”  In Changes in the Roman Empire: 
       Essays on the Ordinary, 169-76.  Princeton: University Press, 1990. 
*MacDonald, Margaret.  Early Christian Women and Pagan Opinion:  The Power of 
       Hysterical Women.  New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
Madigan, Kevin and Carolyn Osiek.  Ordained Women in the Early Church:  A 
       Documentary History.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005. 
Matthews, Shelly.  First Converts:  Rich Pagan Women and the Rhetoric of Mission in 
       Early Judaism and Christianity.  Stanford: University Press, 2001. 
*Miller, Patricia Cox, ed.  Women in Early Christianity:  Translations from Greek Texts. 
       Washington D. C.: Catholic University of America Press, 2005. 
Musurillo, H.  The Acts of the Christian Martyrs:  Introduction, Texts and Translations. 
       Oxford: University Press, 1972. 
Neusner, Jacob, et al., eds.  The Social World of Formative Christianity and Judaism: 



 10

       Essays in Tribute to Howard Clark Kee.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988. 
Osiek, Carolyn.  “Perpetua’s Husband.”  JECS 10 (2002): 287-90. 
*Osiek, Carolyn and David L. Balch.  Families in the New Testament World:  
Households 
       and House Churches.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1997. 
Osiek, Carolyn and Margaret Y. MacDonald.  A Woman’s Place:  House Churches in 
       Earliest Christianity.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006. 
Pagels, Elaine.  The Gnostic Gospels.  New York: Random House/Vintage Books, 1981. 
*Pantel, Pauline Schmitt, ed.  A History of Women in the West, Vol 1.  Cambridge: 
       Belknap Press, 1992. 
Pearce, T. E. V.  “The Role of Wife as CUSTOS in Ancient Rome.”  Eranos 72 (1974): 
       16-33. 
Pomeroy, Sarah B.  “Reflections on Plutarch, A Consolation to His Wife.”  In Plutarch’s 
       Advice to the Bride and Groom and A Consolation to His Wife, ed. Sarah B. 
       Pomeroy, 75-81.  Oxford: University Press, 1999. 
_________.  Women in Hellenistic Egypt:  From Alexander to Cleopatra.  New York: 
       Schocken, 1984. 
_________, ed.  Women’s History and Ancient History.  Chapel Hill: University Press, 
       1991. 
Saller, Richard P.  “Pater Familias, Mater Familias, and the Gendered Semantics of the 
       Roman Household.”  CP 94 (1999): 182-97. 
Sawyer, D.  Women and Religion in the First Christian Centuries.  London: Routledge, 
       1996. 
Schottroff, Luise.  Lydia’s Impatient Sisters:  A Feminist Social History of Early 
       Christianity.  Trans. Barbara and Martin Rumscheidt.  Louisville: Westminster John 
       Knox, 1995. 
*Schuller, Eileen.  The Dead Sea Scrolls—What Have We Learned?  Louisville: 
       Westminster John Knox, 2006. 
Schüssler Fiorenza, Elizabeth.  In Memory of Her:  A Feminist Theological 
       Reconstruction of Christian Origins.  New York: Crossroad, 1985. 
Thurston, Bonnie Bowman.  The Widows:  A Women’s Ministry in the Early Church. 
       Minneapolis: Fortress, 1989. 
Torjesen, Karen Jo.  When Women Were Priests:  Women’s Leadership in the Early 
       Church and the Scandal of Their Subordination in the Rise of Christianity.  San 
       Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1993. 
Wassen, Cecelia.  Women in the Damascus Document.  SBLABS 21.  Leiden: Brill, 
       2005. 
Whelan, Caroline F.  “Amicia Pauli:  The Role of Phoebe in the Early Church.”  JSNT 49 
       (1993): 67-85. 
*Wilson, Walter T.  The Sentences of Pseudo-Phocylides.  CEJL.  Berlin: Walter de 
       Gruyter, 2005. 
*Winter, Bruce W.  Roman Wives, Roman Widows:  The Appearance of New Women and 
       the Pauline Communities.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 
Wire, Antoinette Clark.  The Corinthian Women Prophets:  A Reconstruction through 
       Paul’s Rhetoric.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1990. 
*---denotes items on reserve in library 


	Selected Bibliography
	Brooten, Bernadette, J.  Women Leaders in the Ancient Synagogue:  Inscriptional
	       Evidence and Background Issues.  Brown Judaic Studies 36.  Chico, CA: Scholars,
	       1982.
	Castelli, Elizabeth A.  “Virginity and Its Meaning for Women’s Sexuality in Early
	Cooper, Kate.  “Insinuations of Womanly Influence:  An Aspect of the Christianization
	Dixon, Suzanne.  “A Family Business: Women’s Role in Patronage and Politics at Rome
	Flory, Marleen Boudreau.  “Where Women Precede Men:  Factors Influencing the
	Kearsley, Roz.  “Women in Public Life in the Roman East:  Junia, Theodora, Claudia
	Lieu, Judith.  “The ‘Attraction of Women’ in/to Early Judaism and Christianity:  Gender

