HB 350: Minor Prophets
Spring, 2009

Instructor: Paul Kim

Werner Hall 218 (By appointment preferred)
(740) 362-3433

email: pkim@mtso.edu

website: http://www.mtso.edu/pkim

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course we will study the twelve minor prophets (Hosea ~ Malachi) in light of
historical, canonical, and theological perspectives. Primary attention will be given to the
interpretation of selected texts with regard to their socio-historical environments, to the
intertextual correlation within the book and the canon, and to their theological
implications for the life of the church and contemporary issues in a global context.

OBJECTIVES

With regard to several focal goals, through this course, we intend to:

0 Read closely the entire twelve prophets in English at least once in this course;
Engage in the exegetical practices of select texts from the twelve prophets;

Become familiar with the contents, backgrounds, and scholarly issues;

Become enamored with the “major” messages of these “minor” prophets;

Make a conscientious effort of applying biblical texts toward preaching & ministry.
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TEXTBOOKS

7 Daniel J. Simundson, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah (Abingdon Old
Testament Commentaries; Nashville: Abingdon, 2005)

7~ Julia M. O’Brien, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
(Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries; Nashville: Abingdon, 2004)

7~ Christopher R. Seitz, Prophecy and Hermeneutics: Toward a New Introduction to
the Prophets (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007)

7~ Julia M. O’Brien, Challenging Prophetic Metaphor: Theology and Ideology in the
Prophets (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2008)

7~ Marvin A. Sweeney, Reading the Hebrew Bible after the Shoah: Engaging
Holocaust Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2008)

7~ Marvin A. Sweeney, The Twelve Prophets (2 vols.; Berit Olam; Collegeville, Minn.:
Liturgical, 2000)

Michael H. Floyd, Minor Prophets, Part 2 (FOTL; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000)

Athalya Brenner, ed., A Feminist Companion to the Latter Prophets (Sheffield:
Sheffield Academic Press, 1995)
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REQUIREMENTS
>4 Weekly Preparation

Each student’s careful reading of the assigned biblical chapters and analysis of the
selected focus text each week will be crucial for the successful class sessions. A
close, thorough, and insightful reading of every chapter of the corresponding
prophetic books is expected. Students are encouraged to bring ONE
OBSERVATION/QUESTION PER CHAPTER each week for the sake of group
discussions. On some related topics, in addition to the select commentaries,
reading the supplementary textbooks for further debates will be expected.

>4 Exegesis Papers

Because this course is an upper-level biblical books-based exegesis course, we
will put emphasis on exegetical tasks. Thus, there are two exegesis papers as
required assignments—you get to do two practices rather than one. Each student
will need to choose one exegesis text during the first-half of the semester, and
then choose the second exegesis text during the second-half of the semester. It is
suggested that the texts will be assigned to students evenly for a balanced
discussion and contribution in each session. The instructor will provide some
suggested texts, specified in the table of schedule below; but each member’s and
group’s choice can be negotiated and honored as well. Each exegesis paper (10
pages, double-spaced, typed) is due by the start of each class on the day the
corresponding passage will be discussed.

>4 Group Projects Presentation

Ideally, members who are writing an exegesis paper on the same prophetic book
will form a group. Basically, each presentation should contain and address both
(@) an insightful reassessment/reinterpretation of a text in light of the current
issues, world events, or sociopolitical aspects of today’s world and (b) a creative
application for contemporary ministry and/or societal contexts. By the former, I
mean a kind of effort to reinterpret the text investigating the metaphors, ideas,
themes, puzzles, or problems of the text with regard to issues such as gender,
marginal groups, dissenting voices, war, poverty, ecology, and the like. By the
latter, | mean an endeavor for each group to be creatively re-presenting,
reapplying, or retelling those reinterpretations for a contemporary audience in the
mode that can be creative and challenging.

GRADING

Weekly Class Contribution  25%
Exegesis Papers (2) 50%
Group Projects Presentation 25%



CLASS SCHEDULE

Date | Topics Texts

Feb Introduction to 12 Introductory Readings

4 Recap of Exegetical Methods
Feb Hosea Hosea 2:14-23

11

Feb | Amos Amos 5:1-17

18

Feb Joel Joel 2:12-27

25

Mar | Obadiah Obadiah 1:1-14

4

Mar MIDTERM RECESS

11

Mar | Jonah Jonah 3:1-10 & Nahum 1:1-15
18 Nahum

Mar | Micah Micah 6:1-16

25

Apr | Habakkuk Hab 2:1-20

1

Apr HOLY WEEK RECESS

8

Apr | Zephaniah Zeph 1:1-18

15

Apr Haggai Hag 2:1-19 & Zech 3:1-4:14
22 Zechariah 1-8

Apr | Zechariah 9-14 Zech 9:1-17

29

May | Malachi Mal 3:6-4:3

6

May | Twelve Prophets together

13 Group Project Presentation
May | Final Exam Week Group Project Presentation
20 Wrap-up




SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
a On the Twelve Prophets

The New Interpreter’s Bible (vol. 7; Nashville: Abingdon, 1996)

Achtemeier, Elizabeth. Preaching from the Minor Prophets: Texts and Sermon
Suggestions (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998)

. Preaching Hard Texts of the Old Testament (Hendrickson, 1998)

Brenner, Athalya, ed. A Feminist Companion to the Latter Prophets (Sheffield: Sheffield
Academic Press, 1995)

Cathcart, Kevin J. and Robert P. Gordon. The Targum of the Minor Prophets
(Wilmington, Del.: M. Glazier, 1989)

Conrad, Edgar W. Reading the Latter Prophets: Toward a New Canonical Criticism
(JSOTSup 376; T&T Clark, 2003)

Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the Twelve Prophets (vol. 2; Washington, D.C.:
Catholic University of America Press, 2008)

Davies, Philip R., ed. The Prophets: A Sheffield Reader (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic
Press, 1996)

Ferreiro, Alberto, ed. The Twelve Prophets (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture;
Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 2003)

Floyd, Michael H. Minor Prophets, Part 2 (FOTL; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000)

Heschel, Abraham J. The Prophets (Harper & Row, 1962)

House, Paul R. The Unity of the Twelve (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990)

Hutton, Rodney R. Fortress Introduction to the Prophets (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2004)

Jones, Barry A. The Formation of the Book of the Twelve: A Study in Text and Canon
(SBLDS 149; Atlanta, Ga.: Scholars Press, 1995)

Miller, John W. Meet the Prophets: A Beginner’s Guide to the Books of the Biblical
Prophets (New York: Paulist, 1987)

Nogalski, James D. and Marvin A. Sweeney, eds. Reading and Hearing the Book of
the Twelve (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2000)

Petersen, David L. The Prophetic Literature: An Introduction (Louisville: Westminster
John Knox, 2002)

Rosenberg, A. J. Prophets/Neviim: Twelve Prophets (2 vols.; Judaica Press, 1988)

Sweeney, Marvin A. The Prophetic Literature (Interpreting Biblical Texts;

Nashville: Abingdon, 2005)

Theodore of Mopsuestia. Commentary on the Twelve Prophets (trans. Robert C. Hill;
Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 2004)

Watts, James W. and Paul R. House, eds. Forming Prophetic Literature: Essays on
Isaiah and the Twelve in Honor of John D. W. Watts (JSOTSup 235; Sheffield:
Sheffield Academic Press, 1996)

Weems, Renita. Battered Love: Marriage, Sex & Violence in the Hebrew Prophets
(Overture to Biblical Theology; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995)

Williams, Michael E. ed. The Storyteller’s Companion to the Bible: The Prophets |
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1996)

Zucker, David J. Israel’s Prophets: An Introduction for Christians and Jews (New York:
Paulist, 1994)



O Hosea

Andersen, Francis I. and David N. Freedman. Hosea (AB; New York: Doubleday,
1980)

Ben Zvi, Ehud. Hosea (FOTL; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005)

Birch, Bruce C. Hosea, Joel, and Amos (Westminster Bible Companion; Louisville:
Westminster John Knox, 1997)

Ibn Ezra, Abraham ben Meir. The Commentary of Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra on Hosea.
Edited from six manuscripts and translated with introduction and notes by Abe
Lipshitz (New York: Sepher-Hermon Press, 1988)

Limburg, James. Hosea—Muicah (Interpretation; Atlanta: John Knox, 1988)

Mays, James L. Hosea (OTL,; Philadelphia: Westminster, 1969)

Simundson, Daniel J. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah (Abingdon Old
Testament Commentaries; Nashville: Abingdon, 2005)

Stuart, Douglas. Hosea—Jonah (WBC; Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1987)

Sweeney, Marvin A. The Twelve Prophets, Volume 1: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Jonah (Berit Olam; Liturgical Press, 2000)

a Joel

Allen, Leslie C. The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (NICOT; Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1994)

Barton, John. Joel & Obadiah (OTL; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001)

Crenshaw, James L. Joel (AB; New York: Doubleday, 1995)

Ogden, Graham S. and Richard R. Deutsch. A Promise of Hope—A Call to Obedience: A
Commentary on the Books of Joel and Malachi (ITC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1987)

Wolff, Hans W. Joel and Amos (Hermeneia; Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977)

a Amos

Andersen, Francis I. and David N. Freedman. Amos (AB; New York: Doubleday,
1989)

Jeremias, Jorg. Amos (OTL,; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1998)

King, Philip J. Amos, Hosea, Micah: An Archaeological Commentary (Louisville:
Westminster John Knox, 1988)

Martin-Achard, Robert. God’s People in Crisis: A Commentary on the Book of Amos
(ITC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984)

Mays, James L. Amos (OTL; London, S.C.M. Press, 1969)

Paul, Shalom M. Amos (Hermeneia; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991)

a Obadiah

Brown, William P. Obadiah through Malachi (Westminster Bible Companion;
Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1996)

Raabe, Paul R. Obadiah (AB; New York: Doubleday, 1996)

Robinson, Robert B. “Levels of Naturalization in Obadiah,” in The Prophets, ed. P. R.
Davies, pp. 355-369.

Wolff, Hans Walter. Obadiah and Jonah: A Commentary (trans. Margaret Kohl;
Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1986; German edition 1977)



a Jonah

Fretheim, Terence E. The Message of Jonah: A Theological Commentary (Minneapolis:
Augsburg, 1977)

Holbert, John C. “‘Deliverance Belongs to Yahweh!’: Satire in the Book of Jonah,” in
The Prophets, ed. P. R. Davies, pp. 334-354.

Lacocque, André and Pierre-Emmanuel Lacocque. Jonah: A Psycho-Religious Approach
to the Prophet (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1990)

Marcus, David. From Balaam to Jonah: Anti-prophetic Satire in the Hebrew Bible
(Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995)

Person, Raymond F. In Conversation with Jonah: Conversation Analysis, Literary
Criticism, and the Book of Jonah (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996)

Salters, R. B. Jonah & Lamentations (OTG; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1994)

Sasson, Jack M. Jonah (AB; New York: Doubleday, 1990)

Simon, Uriel. Jonah (JPS Commentary Series; Jewish Publication Society, 1999)

Trible, Phyllis. Rhetorical Criticism: Context, Method, and the Book of Jonah
(Minneapolis: Fortress, 1994)

Wiesel, Elie. Five Biblical Portraits: Saul, Jonah, Jeremiah, Elijah, Joshua (Notre
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1981)

a Micah

Alfaro, Juan I. Justice and Loyalty: A Commentary on the Book of Micah (ITC; Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989)

Andersen, Francis I. and David N. Freedman. Micah (AB; New York: Doubleday,
2000)

Ben Zvi, Ehud. Micah (FOTL,; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000)

Hillers, Delbert R. Micah (Hermeneia; Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984)

Mays, James L. Micah (OTL,; Philadelphia: Westminster, 1976)

Smith, Ralph L. Micah—Malachi (WBC; Dallas: Word, 1990)

Sweeney, Marvin A. The Twelve Prophets, Volume 2: Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi (Berit Olam; Liturgical Press, 2000)

Wolff, Hans W. Micah (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1990)

a Nahum

Coggins, Richard J. Israel Among the Nations: A Commentary on the Books of Nahum
and Obadiah (ITC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985)

O’Brien, Julia M. Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
(Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries; Nashville: Abingdon, 2004)

Roberts, J. J. M. Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (OTL; Louisville: Westminster John
Knox, 1991)

Robertson, O. Palmer. The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (NICOT; Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994)

o Habakkuk

Andersen, Francis I. Habakkuk (AB; New York: Doubleday, 2001)

Eszenyei Széles, Méria. Wrath and Mercy: A Commentary on the Books of Habakkuk and
Zephaniah (ITC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987)



Q Zephaniah
Berlin, Adele. Zephaniah (AB; New York: Doubleday, 1994)
Sweeney, Marvin A. Zephaniah (Hermeneia; Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003)

a Haggai

Meyers, Carol L. and Eric M. Meyers. Haggai; Zechariah 1-8 (AB; Garden City, N.Y..:
Doubleday, 1987)

Petersen, David L. Haggai and Zechariah 1-8 (OTL,; Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984)

Verhoef, Pieter A. The Books of Haggai and Malachi (NICOT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1994)

Wolff, Hans W. Haggai (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1988)

Q Zechariah

Meyers, Carol L. and Eric M. Meyers. Zechariah 9-14 (AB; New York: Doubleday,
1993)

Petersen, David L. Zechariah 9-14 and Malachi (OTL,; Louisville: Westminster John
Knox, 1995)

a Malachi
Hill, Andrew E. Malachi (AB; New York: Doubleday, 1998)
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