The THEOLOGICAL
Williams COMMONS

Institute MTSO

Lectures by Dr. Melanie Harris

Associate Professor of Religion and Ethics
Texas Christian University

7 p-m. April 22, 2015

Welcome President Jay Rundell

African American Environmental History Melanie Harris
and Ecowomanism: Black Self Recovery
and Earth Care

Discussion

Reception

1 p.m. April 23, 2015

Welcome Dean Lisa Withrow

Interfaith Womanism and Ecology: Melanie Harris
Sharing Values, Sharing Earth

Discussion

Dr. Melanie Harris is associate professor of religion and ethics at
Texas Christian University, where she teaches in the areas of Christian
social ethics, womanist religious thought, African-American literature
and religion, and media and religion. She is the author of the book Gifts of
Virtue, Alice Walker, and Womanist Ethics.

An ordained minister in the African Methodist Episcopal Church,
Harris received doctorate and Master of Philosophy degrees from Union
Theological Seminary in New York City. She also holds a Master of
Divinity degree from Iliff School of Theology and a bachelor’s degree
from Spelman College.

The Williams Institute was begun in 1981 to honor the late Dr.
Ronald L. Williams, professor of theology from 1971 until his death
in 1981. The institute has featured speakers from many backgrounds,
including theologians, ethicists, poets, biblical scholars, historians,
pastoral psychologists and Christian educators.

Past Williams Institute lecturers include Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz, Rebecca
Chopp, John Cobb, John Collins, James Cone, Michael Cook, Virgilio
Elozondo, James Evans Jr., Justo Gonzalez, Jacquelyn Grant, Maria
Harris, Beverly Harrison, Mary E. Hunt, Lee Johnson, Charles Kammer
111, Martin Marty, Mercy Amba Oduyoye, Schubert Ogden, Thomas
Ogletree, Gene Outka, Luis Pedraja, Richard Rohrbaugh, Katherine Doob
Sakenfield, Fernando Segovia, Christine M. Smith, C. Joseph Sprague,
Kathryn Tanner, Gardner Taylor, Samual Terrien, Mark Trotter, David
Lowes Watson, Barbara Wheeler, Edward Wimberly, Philip Wogaman,
Robert Wuthnow, Monica A. Coleman, Albert Herndndez and Daniel
Boyarin.

The Theological Commons is a means for MTSO to share
intellectual resources with the church and the world through dialogue
with the broader community. By offering events, learning resources and
continuing conversation, the Theological Commons promotes the sharing
of knowledge and experience between students, faculty, clergy and the
public for the benefit of all participants and those they serve.
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