
‘A Long Way from Home’
Displacement, Lament,  
and Singing Sorrow in Psalm 137

Dr. Valerie Bridgeman is associate professor of homiletics and 
Hebrew Bible at Methodist Theological School in Ohio. In addition to 
her work at MTSO, Bridgeman is the founding president and CEO of 
WomanPreach! Inc., a nonprofit organization bringing preachers to full 
prophetic voice. An advocate and activist for justice, she is in demand as a 
speaker and preacher throughout the country.

Dr. Bridgeman earned a Master of Divinity degree from Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. from Baylor University in 
biblical studies, with secondary studies in ethics.

The Theological Commons at MTSO is a means through 
which the school shares intellectual resources with the church and 
the world through dialogue with the broader community. By offering 
events, learning resources and continuing conversation, the Theological 
Commons promotes the sharing of knowledge and experience between 
students, faculty, clergy and the public for the benefit of all participants 
and those they serve.
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