
Finding Deuteronomy 
in the Dirt
How Farming Informs My  Biblical Scholarship

Dr. Raymond F. Person Jr. is a professer of religion in the 
Department of Religion and Philosophy at Ohio Northern University. He 
lives on a historic Swiss Mennonite homestead near Bluffton, run by a 
cooperative of 17 families to produce meat, eggs and vegetables.

The author of eight books, Dr. Person holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Phillips University, a master’s from the Graduate Seminary at Phillips 
University and a doctorate from Duke University. 

The Theological Commons at MTSO is a means through 
which the school shares intellectual resources with the church and 
the world through dialogue with the broader community. By offering 
events, learning resources and continuing conversation, the Theological 
Commons promotes the sharing of knowledge and experience between 
students, faculty, clergy and the public for the benefit of all participants 
and those they serve.
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