
Lectures by John Thatamanil
Associate Professor of Theology and World Religions

7 p.m. Nov. 7, 2017

Welcome and introduction Valerie Bridgeman
 Interim Academic Dean

Circling the Elephant: John Thatamanil
Christian Approaches to Religious Diversity 

Discussion

Dr. John Thatamanil is associate professor of theology and world 
religions at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, where he 
teaches courses in the areas of comparative theology, theologies of 
religious diversity, Hindu-Christian dialogue, the theology of Paul Tillich, 
theory of religion and process theology. 

The author of The Immanent Divine: God, Creation, and the Human 
Predicament. An East-West Conversation, Dr. Thatamanil is currently 
completing his second book, The Promise of Religious Diversity: 
Constructive Theology After Religion. He earned his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Washington University in St. Louis, his Master of Divinity 
from the Boston University School of Theology and his Ph.D. from the 
Boston University Division of Religious and Theological Studies.

The Williams Institute was begun in 1981 to honor the late Dr. 
Ronald L. Williams, professor of theology from 1971 until his death 
in 1981. The institute has featured speakers from many backgrounds, 
including theologians, ethicists, poets, biblical scholars, historians, 
pastoral psychologists and Christian educators. Recent Williams 
Institute lecturers include Philip Wogaman, Robert Wuthnow, Monica 
A. Coleman, Albert Hernández, Daniel Boyarin, Melanie Harris, Stacey 
Floyd-Thomas and Titus Presler.

The Theological Commons is a means for MTSO to share 
intellectual resources with the church and the world through dialogue 
with the broader community. By offering events, learning resources and 
continuing conversation, the Theological Commons promotes the sharing 
of knowledge and experience between students, faculty, clergy and the 
public for the benefit of all participants and those they serve.

10 a.m. Nov. 8, 2017

Welcome and introduction Valerie Bridgeman
 Interim Academic Dean

The Quest for Interreligious Wisdom John Thatamanil 

Discussion
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